into battle
and machines* Our shores arc well fortified and strongly
manned, and behind them, ready to attack the invaders, we have
a far lnrgcr and better equipped mobile Army than we have ever
had before,
Besides this, we have more than a million and a half men of
the Home Guard, who are just as much soldiers of the Regular
Army an the Grenadier Guards, and who are determined to fight
for every inch of the ground in every village and in every street*
Jt is with devout but sure confidence that 1 say : Let God defend
the Right.
These cruel, wanton, indiscriminate bombings of London are,
of course, a part of Hitler's invasion plans,    lie hopes, by killing
large numbers of civilians, and women and children, that he will
terrorise and cow the people of this mighty imperial city, and make
them a burden and an anxiety to the Government and thus distract
our attention unduly from the ferocious onslaught he is preparing,
Little does he know the spirit of the British nation, or the tough
fibre of the Londoners, whose forbears played a leading part in the
establishment of Parliamentary institutions and who have been bred
to value freedom far above their lives.    This xvicked man, the
repository and embodiment of many forms of soul-destroying
hatred* this monstrous product of former wrongs and shame, has
now resolved to try to break our famous island race by a process
of indiscriminate slaughter and destruction.    What he has done
is to kindle a fire in British hearts, here and all over the world,
which will glow long after all traces of the conflagration he has caused
in London have been removed.    He has lighted a fire which will
bum with a steady and consuming flame until the last vestiges of
Nazi tyranny have been burnt out of Europe, and until the Old
World—and the New—can joix^ hands to rebuild the temples of
man's freedom and man's honour, upon foundations which, will
not soon o* easily be overthrown,
TMs ^ time for everyone to stand together, and hold firm, aa
th«y are doing. I express my admiration for the exemplary manner
ia wixkh att the Air Raid Precautions services of London are being
disdwgedj especially the Fire Brigade, whose work has been so
kwry and also dangerous,^ All the world that is still free marvels
at tfeerconiposiire and fortitude with which the citizens of London
are facing and surmounting the great ordeal to which they are
subjected, the end of which or the severity of which cannot yet be
foreseen.
It is a message of good cheer to our fighting Forces on the seas,
in the air, and in our waiting Armies in all their posts and stations,

